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United States Patent and Trademark 
Office 
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Washington, D.C. 20231 
ETATS-UNIS D'AMERIQUE 

in its capacity as elected Office 


Date of mailing (day/month/year) 
19 August 1999(19.08.99) 


International application No. 
PCT/AU99/00004 


Applicant's or agent's file reference 
21694 


International filing date (day/month/year) 
07 January 1999 (07,01.99) 


Priority date (day/month/year) 

08 January 1998 (08.01.98) 


Applicant 

LARKIN. Philip, John et al ""iZZZI^ZZIZIZIZ^III^III^II^^^^^^ 



1 . The designated Office is hereby notified of its election made: 

[X"| in the demand filed with tr.e International Preliminary Examining Authority 

05 August 1999 (05.08.99) 



I I in a notice effecting later election filed with the International Bureau 



2. The election fx"| was 

I I was not 

made before the expiration of 19 months from the priority date or, where Rule 32 applies, within the tirrie limit under 



Rule 32.2(b). 
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The International Bureau of WlPO 


S. Mafia 




34, chemin des Colombettes 




1211 Geneva 20. Switzerland 
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Telephone No.: (41-22) 338.83.38 
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(PCX Article 36 and Rule 70) 



Applicant's or agent's file reference 
21694 


FOR FURTHER See Notification of Transmittal of International Preliminaiy 
ACTION Examination Report (Form PCT/IPEA/4 16). 


International application No. 


International filing date (day/month/year) 


Priority Date (day/month/year) 


PCT/AU 99/00004 


1 January 1999 


8 January 1998 


International Patent Classification (IPC) or national classification and IPC 




Int. CI/ AOIH 4/00 5/00 






^jplicant 

JOHNSON & JOHNSON RESEARCH PTY LTD et al 



1 . This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining 
Authority and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 

2. This REPORT consists of a total of 3 sheets, including this cover sheet 

I I This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have 
been amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority 
(see Rule 70. 16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 

These annexes consist of a total of sheet(s). 



3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 
Basis of the report 
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Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



Date of submission of the demand 
5 August 1999 


Date of completion of the report 
24 August 1999 


Name and mailing address of the IPEA/AU 

AUSTRALIAN PATENT OFFICE 

PO BOX 200 

WODEN ACT 2606 

AUSTRALIA 

Facsimile No. (02) 6285 3929 


Authorized Officer 

PHILIPPA WYRDEMAN 

Telephone No. (02) 6283 2554 
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INTERNATIONAL PR^P^ARY EXAMINATION REPORT j^bmational application No. 

^T/AU 99/00004 



Basis of the report 



1 . With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
[x] the international application as originally filed. 



the description. 


pages 




as originally filed. 




pases 




filed with the demand. 




Daces 


5 


filed with the letter of 


the claims. 


pages 


> 


as originally filed. 




pages 




as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19, 




pages 




filed with the demand. 




pages 


? 


filed with the letter of . 


the drawings. 


pages 


9 


as originally filed. 




pages 


9 


filed with the demand. 




pages 


J 


filed with the letter of 



I [ the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages , as originally filed 
pages , filed with the demand 
pages , filed with the letter of 

2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in 
which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated imder this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is: 
I I the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23. 1(b)). 

[ I the language of publication of the international application (tmder Rule 48.3(b)). 

I I the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminaiy examination (under Rules 55.2 
and/or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, was on the basis of 
the sequence listing: 

I I contained in the international application in written form. 

[ I filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

I I furnished subsequentiy to this Authority in written form. 

I I furnished subsequentiy to this Authority in computer readable form. 

I I The statement that the subsequentiy furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 

international application as filed has been furnished. 
I I The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 

been furnished 

4. I I The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

I I the description, pages 

I I the claims, Nos. 

I I the drawings, sheets/fig. 

5. This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered 
to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 



Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this 

report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70,16 and 70.17), 

Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report 
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^BcT/AU 99/00004 

V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 

citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Claims 


1-29 


YES 




Claims 


None 


NO 


Inventive step (IS) 


Claims 


1-29 


YES 




Claims 


None 


NO 


Industrial applicability (lA) 


Claims 


1-29 


YES 




Claims 


None 


NO 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

None of the prior art teaches or fairly suggests the use of buffers that prevent, reduce the rate of or delays the rise in pH 
of culture medium or plant material in the production of transgenic plants generally. Thus the claimed subject matter is 
both novel and inventive. 

The claimed material finds Industrial Applicability in at least the fields of plant genetics and production. 
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